
                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPALõS DESK 

 J GOOD-BYE MISS FERKUL!: 
It is with much sadness that I say, ñGood-byeò to Sasha 
Ferkul, on behalf of the Stonnington Primary community. In 
just 18 short months, Sasha has become such a valued 
teacher and colleague, who has touched the hearts of us 
all; with her passion for teaching and dedication to doing 
the very best she can for every one of her students. Sasha 
leaves us at the end of this term and we all wish her the 
very best as she pursues life and her teaching career in 
Canada. I know that our children have benefited 
immeasurably from Sashaôs commitment to teaching and 
learning, as will many students in the future. I know we all 
wish Sasha the very best in luck and life and look forward to 
hearing about her adventures in Canada! 
J REPORTING TO PARENTS: 
I would like to acknowledge the hard work and commitment 
demonstrated by both the students and our teachers this 
term. It has certainly been a very productive term. Student 
reports were sent home this week, documenting the 
progress made during the first semester, and all parents 
should now have a parent/teacher interview time organised 
with the class teacher to discuss student progress. 
Teachers will be conducting the majority of these after 
school today through to 8pm. If any parents have not 
responded to the request to make a time to speak to the 
class teacher, I urge you to do this as a matter of priority. A 
strong parent/school partnership has a positive impact on 
improving student achievement. Prominent educationalist, 
Stephen Dinham, highlights the importance of feedback to 
students about their progress in the following excerpt: 

Have you ever asked your child what they learnt 
at school today? Chances are you were met with the all too 
familiar, "not much" or even worse, "nothing". Before you go 
ringing the school to find out why your child isn't learning 
anything, take in the latest research on children's learning, 
which just might make you think about asking a different 
question altogether when they come home from a day at 
school. Stephen Dinham, Research Director Teaching, 
Learning and Leadership at the Australian Council for 
Educational Research (ACER) says, "Don't ask them what 
they did today, what they enjoyed at school or what they 
learnt, ask them, 'What feedback did you get about your 
learning today?'" In parent-to-child language, this means 
ask your kids, "What did your teacher say about your work 
today?" 
Professor Dinham, who has researched the factors on 
student achievement, explains that children have four 
needs. "They want to know what they can do, what they 
can't do, how their work compares to others, but the one 
they really want to know is how they can do better," 
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He adds that a focus on feedback and obtaining quality 
feedback from teachers can have an almost "immediate 
positive effect" on students' learning. 

Parents can therefore reinforce teacher feedback at this 
time of year, to increase the positive effect of feedback on 
student learning. 
J CELEBRATIONS AT STONNINGTON PS 23rd JUNE: 
Hall Opening 
What a wonderful celebration on Tuesday as our plaques 
were unveiled by Tony Lupton MP. Our hall is now 
officially the Kathy Hilton Ardoch hall. This is a wonderful 
way for our community to thank Kathy and the Ardoch 
Youth Foundation for all the work they have done for the 
students and families of the Stonnington Primary School 
community over many years. Please read the School 
Captain speech for this celebration, later in this newsletter.  
Better Schools Today 
The Hall Opening marks the completion of the $500,000 
building project that has taken place over the last 12 
months which has greatly improved the teaching and 
learning spaces in our school. 
Community Water Grant 
Finally, we also celebrate the completion of the works 
under the Community Water Grants project that saw much 
water saving measures installed at Stonnington. We have, 
as has been reported previously, installed a óMeter mateô 
that allows students to track our water usage on the 
internet. We have also had new, water-saving toilets, taps 
and drinking fountains, thanks to this Government grant. 
 
I would like to thank everyone who contributed to the 
celebrations as this exemplified the way in which our 
school operates as a team; students, staff, parents and 
community all working together to improve our school and 
student learning. 
I was particularly proud of the way Betha and James 
conducted the special ceremony on Tuesday.  
Congratulations to them both. 

 
J END OF TERM 2: 
I wish everyone a happy, safe and restful holiday and 
hope we all return ready for a productive and enjoyable 
term 3.  
Gayle Yardley 
Principal 
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IMPORTANT 
DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY 
 

 
FRI 26th JUNE 
Last day term 4  
Casual Clothes & Sausage 
Sizzle 

School Finishes at 
2.30pm 
AfterCare Finishes 
at 5.30pm 
 
Mon 13

TH
 JULY 

First Day of Term 3 
 
 

TUES 14th ð THURS 16th 
JULY 
Life Education 
 
MON 20th JULY 
School Photos 
 
TUES 21st JULY 
Writerôs Workshop ï 
Grade 5-6 students from 
Stonnington, Elwood, St 
Kilda and St Kilda Park 
Primary 
 
WEDS 26th AUGUST 
Writerôs Festival at St 
Kilda Town Hall Grade 5-6 
9:30am ï 1pm 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Making education a reality 

                                                                     
Stonnington Primary enjoys great partnerships with: 

Ardoch Youth Foundation, Windsor Community Bank and City of Stonnington 
 

 

Hornby Street, Windsor, Victoria 3181 
Tel: (03) 9521 ï 3711 
Fax: (03) 9521 ï 2796 
Email: stonnington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Website: www.stonningtonps.vic.edu.au 

mailto:stonnington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.stonningtonps.vic.edu.au/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ARDOCH YOUTH FOUNDATION NEWS 
RUN MELBOURNE (for Team Ardoch)! 
Run Melbourne, presented by The Age, is a community fitness event where you can 
get fit, have fun and make a difference through fundraising!   Participants can 
choose to walk or run in the 5 km, 10km or half marathon events. 
 
Claire Preston (Grade 5/6 teacher) has entered to run the half marathon, raising 
funds for Ardoch.  Sponsorship is online at www.tinyurl.com/runardoch and indicate 
you are sponsoring Claire to ensure your donation supports her bid to be Ardochôs 
top fundraiser! 
 
This is one fantastic way that families can support the work of Ardoch in Stonnington 
Primary School, and further afield. 
 
Opening of the Hall: 
A very big ñThank Youò to everyone who supported the Official Opening of the Kathy 
Hilton Ardoch Hall on Tuesday.  For Kathy and her family, as well as Ardoch staff, 
volunteers and supporters, it was a very special demonstration of the school 
communityôs appreciation of Ardochôs work.  
 
Literacy Buddies Visit! 
Last Thursday, our Literacy Buddies from Fordham visited the Grade 5/6 and 4/5 
classes.  The óbigô and ólittleô buddies have been exchanging letters since Term 1 
and there was much excitement about the visit.  For some students, they were 
meeting their buddy for the first time, others have the same buddy as in 2008.  
Between them, the buddies created amazing acrostic poems, limericks and song 
lyrics and then performed them!    All based on the theme for Term 2 ï ñNatural 
Disastersò!  Each of the óbigô buddies agreed that they had learned something about 
natural disasters during the visit.  Well done to Stonnington students on 
demonstrating your learning to the adults!   Thank you again to Fordham for their 
support of this program, especially Taryn and Dave for their work in co-ordinating the 
program! 
 
If you would like to know more about Ardochôs programs, or perhaps you need 
assistance, I can be contacted at the Ardoch office (9537 2414) during the school 
holidays.  At Ardoch we are noticing that an increasing number of families in the 
community are seeking assistance to ensure that their children can participate in all 
aspects of school.  If you are experiencing difficulty, please contact me. 
 
Wishing you all safe and relaxing holidays. 
Cheers, 
Dianne Richter, 
Ardoch Project Co-ordinator 
 

HEALTHY EATING PROGRAM 
We certainly know the cold weather is here now!  And homemade soup is a fantastic 
way to include lots of vegetables in a meal that is warming and healthy.    Shepherdôs 
Pie is another favourite ï and easy to make.  Browsing through our Harmony Day 
Recipe Book from 2007, I found a number of yummy warming winter recipes ï including 
Curried Vegetable Soup, Spanish Tortilla, Risotto Napoletana and Shepherdôs Pie. 
Here are  a couple of recipes:  
Curried Vegetable Soup   
Ingredients: 

2 tablespoons oil 
1 teaspoon grated ginger 
2 chicken stock cubes 
1 tablespoon curry powder 
5 cups water 
¼ cup tomato paste 
¼ cup red lentils 

1 cup coconut milk 
4 rashers bacon (chopped) 
2 onions (chopped) 
2 cloves garlic (crushed) 
1 red capsicum (chopped 
2 sticks celery (sliced) 
 

Method:  
Heat oil in large pot; add bacon and onions; cook until onions are soft. Add garlic, 
ginger and curry powder.  Cook for 1 minute.   Add crumbed stock cubes, water and 
tomato paste.  Bring to boil; stir in vegetables and lentils; simmer covered for 15 
minutes or under vegetables are soft.   Blend of process soup until smooth.  Return to 
pot.   Stir in coconut milk and stir until heated through.   Serve. 
Risotto Napoletana 
Ingredients: 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
1 large onion 
1 ½ cups Arborio rice 
425 g can diced tomatoes 
 

3 cups water 
150g thin slices salami (chopped) 
¼ cup sundried tomatoes 
½ cup black olives (sliced) 
½ cup coarsely grated parmesan cheese 

Method: 
Heat oil in large pan, cook onion until soft.   Add rice and stir for 2 minutes to coat rice 
in oil.  Add undrained can of tomatoes and water.  Bring to the boil and then simmer, 
covered, for 15 minutes, stirring once, midway through cooking time.   Remove from 
heat, stand covered for 10 minutes.   Stir in all remaining ingredients and serve. 
 
Do you have any questions, concerns, or ideas and knowledge that might assist our 
healthy eating emphasis?   Please do not hesitate to contact me either through Jo in 
the school office, the Ardoch Office (9537 2414) or email me at 
dianne.richter@ardoch.asn.au  
 

 Write Festival 2009  
As part of the Write Festival 2009, our Year 5 and 6 students will be joining 
their peers from St. Kilda, St. Kilda Park and Elwood Primary Schools on the 
morning of July 21st, for motivation sessions to encourage responses to the 
topic ñIt Makes a Differenceò.    
They will then use literacy time, back at school, to compose entries (in any 
genre) that will be collected and judged to determine a Year 5, Year 6 and 
Overall Winner of the writing competition. Linda Todd, from the City of Port 
Phillip Library, will be the final judge to decide who will receive the prizes 
donated by Oxford University Press and also the Write Festival Perpetual 
Trophy which will be awarded to the overall winner and displayed at the 
winning school until the next festival.  
All students will receive a Write Festival bag, containing a small book and also 
a healthy morning tea, donated by SPC and Goulburn Valley.  
The combined Year 5 students will be hosted at Elwood Primary and the Year 
6 students will be at St. Kilda Primary.  Motivation speakers, Brian Nankervis 
and George Ivanoff, will visit each site to present sessions on poetry and 
narrative in a very ókid friendlyô manner.  
The celebration of work and presentation of prizes will be in August, at St. 
Kilda Town Hall.  
 

Kingston Arts Centre Theatre  

Dreamer in the Deep!  
Monday 29 & Tuesday 30 June @ 11am  

Hop aboard Dreamerôs magical yacht and sail into an  

Amazing underwater adventure!  

ñ Mesmerising, beautiful, exquisitely puppeteered show.ò Five star review, óThe 

Advertiserô.  

Tickets $13 (inc. adults), Groups 4+ $9 ea *Suitable for ages 3-12  

Hang out after the production with the team and learn how to make a puppet shake, 

rattle and roll!  Tickets $6 *Suitable for ages 5+  

Bookings 9556 4440 or visit www.kingstonarts.com.au 
 

 
DISCLAIMER 
The Department of Education does not endorse the products or services of any 
advertiser in this newsletter. No responsibility is accepted by the Department for the 
accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 
 

http://www.tinyurl.com/runardoch
mailto:dianne.richter@ardoch.asn.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

TERRIFIC KIDS 
Linda and Travil are Stonnington Primary Schoolôs óTerrific Kidsô for semester 1 2009. 
They received their awards from Kiwanas representative, Pauline Gunn, during 
Mondayôs assembly. 
Congratulations, Linda and Travil! 

   

Spoken at the Hall Opening by Betha Westall 
and James McNally 23rd June 2009 

 
Good morning ladies, gentlemen, special guests, Mr. Tony Lupton MP Prahran, Mrs Jan 
De Kretser, Kathy Hilton, Ardoch CEO Mandy Burns and Kathy ós family and friends. 
Welcome to the grand opening of our new hall. First we would like to thank Kathy Hilton 
and Ardoch for all the support theyôve given our school for many years.  21 years ago 
Kathy Hilton, who was the welfare coordinator at the Ardoch High School, began the 
Ardoch Youth Foundation, when she found there was no government help to enable a 
homeless student to remain at school. And so began the story of Ardoch. 
Ardoch is now an organisation that works to give kids a positive future by helping them 
obtain an excellent education, no matter what their family circumstances. They do 
whatever they can, with the resources they have, to ensure children complete school 
and therefore have many more choices for a positive and meaningful life.  
 
What does this mean for our school? 
It means lunchtime activities are conducted for us by PCW girls 
It means the 4/5/6ôs have literacy buddies from Fordham at the Rialto Towers  
It means we have volunteers in our class rooms   
It means we have a lot of extra funding for our school for things such as equipment; for 
excursions, swimming and camp if anyone doesnôt have enough money for them; for 
things like bathers when children donôt have them or lunch if someone forgets their 
lunch or doesnôt bring any. 
So you can all see that Ardoch makes a big difference for every student at Stonnington 
Primary School. 
 
Ardoch also has a basic needs program for families who are in need. It supplies things 
like food, clothing, nappies, stationary, toys and access to services in the area, whether 
itôs housing or counselling and more! 
Kathy is now retired after 21 years. However, Kathy Hilton will always be the founder of 
Ardoch even though she is not actually employed by them anymore. 
 
Our hall was recently renovated and extended through the Better Schools Today 
program. This is a government initiative. 
After all the things that Ardoch has done for us and all the support they have given to 
the children and families of our school, we have decided to name our hall after Kathy 
Hilton as the Kathy Hilton Ardoch Hall. 
 
Congratulations and thank you Kathy! 

 

COMMUNITY WATER GRANT 

 
Gayle Yardley and some of our children admire one of our new water tanks which 
was purchased through the Community Water Grant to assist Stonnington Primary to 
save water. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 MONDAY 15th JUNE 2009 MONDAY 22nd JUNE 2009 

PREP S Ami, Erin, Siddhant & Stephanie Lachlan & Eashan 

PREP W Lachie & Tristan Misa & Guransh 

1 / 2 D Enya & Subaru Pearl & Frannie 

1 / 2 L Ingrid Laurin, Achirin, Lenie & Artem 

1 / 2 P Penny & Otis Cody & Nevada 

3 / 4 M  Tasman & Emma 

4 / 5 F Dennis & Brianna Michael & Emily 

5 / 6 P Emma & Charlie Donnya & John 

 

CANCELLING YOUR CHILD 
If you need to cancel permanent bookings, 
please give at least 24 hours notice by 
contacting Kathi on 0412 894 889.  
 
*Please note: Casual bookings still incur 
a fee if cancelled. 
 

Stonnington Primary School  

After School Care  
òwhere kids come aliveó 

Loads of fun everyday from 3.30pm till 6.00pm  

Register and make permanent bookings at  

www.oshclub.com.au   

Contact Kathi for casual bookings on  

0412 894 889  
 

Coordinator: Kathi  

Assistants: Ilan & Trier  

 

 

Hi everyone, my name is Trier and I am a new(ish) after 
school care staff member. When I am not at after school 
care I am a full time University student, specializing in 
politics and gender studies. I also volunteer for 
Environment Victoria. I enjoy painting, drawing, and crafts 
of all sorts. If I havenôt already met you, I hope to. Stop by 

the new after school care room and say hi!  

This week we would like to introduce to you Trier, one  
of Stonnington Primary Schoolôs OSHClub staffééé 

NEW ENROLMENTS 
Please register your child online at: 

www.oshclub.com.au 
Or ask Kathi for a hardcopy! 

 
*Children need to be registered before 
using this service 

Riddle of the Week 

Q. If lightening strikes an orchestra, who 
is most likely to get hit? 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oshclub.com.au/

